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You are being asked to be in a research study.  Your mom/parent/guardian knows about the study, but you can decide if you want to be in it or not.  

Purpose:   
We are trying to understand how families use the Internet at home including when things break and why.

· We will ask you about the computing devices in your home, who uses them, what they are used for, and when they are used.
· We will ask you about your level of expertise with computers and other hardware.
· We will ask you about times you had network difficulties, and how you solved them.
· We will ask you to record each time you have network difficulties during the study (by pressing a button on the router, and writing it down in a diary).
· At the conclusion of the study, we will ask you about the performance and experiences with your Internet connection, and ask you to tell us about the problems you had with the Internet during the study.
· We will record when a new device like a computer or printer is added to the home network.
· We will record when a device like a computer or printers is taken off the home network.
· We will record when the home network breaks, for example, when you can not connect to the Internet or print out schoolwork on the home printer.
· We will not show anyone information about any places you visit on the Internet, like websites or chatrooms.
· We will not show anyone information about how much time or when you are on the Internet.
· If you do not feel comfortable with the information we want to collect, you do not have to participate in the study.
· We will answer any questions you have about what data we will record to help you decide whether you want to take part in the study.


What Will Be Done: 
If you decide to be in this study, we will come to you home and install our router (a piece of home networking equipment that we have made to help us collect the data). It will collect data that the machines on your network (like the computer, printer, wireless) already generate so that they can work together as your home network.

This data includes information about when new machines are added to the network. It will also collect data about when the Internet stops working. It will also collect information about attempts made to restart the network (which usually happens when the network stops working). 

It will also collect information about the Internet sites the family goes on the network. But, we know that this information is private, so we will not record any information about the names of the Internet sites that people visit. We are only interested in knowing how much bandwidth (i.e., how much data is exchanged), and knowing the frequency of visiting (i.e., do people go to the same places over time). To protect your privacy, the first time our router sees a new Internet site, it will generate a unique code for it (that no-one including you or the researchers will be able to tell what the original Internet site was).

We will return at the end of the study and remove our router and make sure that your network is put back to how it was before.

During the time that our router is in your home, you will be able to use your network and the Internet how ever you want.

· You can decide to stop taking part in the study at any time if you feel uncomfortable

Each time we visit, we will interview you and your family about how you use the internet.  This is to make sure that we understand how many computers your home has, who uses them, and what they use them for.  This will help to give us a picture of how the internet is used in your home.

Risks/Discomforts: 

· You may be concerned about the data that we’re collecting. We do not want to know about the content of what you do, and will do everything we can to protect your privacy, so that no-one can tell where you went on the Internet. But if you want to stop, that’s OK and nobody will be angry or disappointed.

Benefits: 
· We don’t think that being in this study will help you with your home network. But, we hope to learn more about how networks are used at home and what happens and why they break. We would like to use that information to design new technologies that hopefully will help people in the future.

To Thank You :  
· We want to thank you for being in our study. 

Confidentiality:
· We won’t tell your friends or teachers or anyone besides your mom/parent/guardian that you are in this study.
· We will keep this assent form separately from the data so that people will not know that you are associated with this data.
· Our router will anonymize data so that people can not tell what sites you visit on the Internet or the types of content that you generate while online.

In Case of Injury/Harm:
· If you get hurt as a result of being in this study, your mom/parent/guardian has been told what to do.

Participant Rights:
· You don’t have to be in this study if you don’t want to be.
· You can stop being in the study any time.
· Nobody will be angry or disappointed if you decide not to be in the study or if you decide to quit.

Questions:
· You can ask Keith Edwards about the study.  His phone number is (404) 385-6783, or you can email him at keith@cc.gatech.edu.  He’ll call you or answer your questions. You can call the Georgia Tech Office of Research Compliance at 404 / 894-6942 or 404 / 385- 2175 if you have questions.

If you want to be in the study, please sign on the line below.  Remember, you can quit being in the study any time.  

______________________________________________
Participant Name (printed)


______________________________________________	______________
Participant Signature					Date	


______________________________________________	______________
Signature of Person Obtaining Consent		Date
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